
Prominent Citizen Answers Last Call Early Sunday A.M. 
Dr. W. S. Bell Was Loved and Admired Throughout Community;  
President Bell Manufacturing Co. 
 
Dr. William Stillman Bell, one of Quincy's most beloved citizens, died Sunday morning at 
Blackman's sanitarium in Atlanta, Ga., after a lingering illness of several months. Mrs. Bell and 
daughter, Miss Mary Edna Bell, were at the bedside of the deceased man when the end came. 
The body was brought to Quincy and funeral services were held in the Presbyterian church at 4 
o'clock Monday afternoon. The interment was made in the Eastern cemetery of this city.  
 
Dr. Bell was born in Pickens county, Alabama, and was 55 years of age at the time of his death. 
His early childhood was spent in and about Pickens county and he was educated in the public 
schools there. Entering the University of Alabama he graduated with honors, receiving the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts and later that of Medical Doctor. While at college he was a member 
of Kappa Signa social fraternity.  
 
After securing his doctor's degree he practiced medicine for many years and then removed to 
Gordo, Ala., and became engaged in the lumber business there. After many years there he 
came to Quincy and liking the city moved his family here and has since made this his home. 
While here he engaged in the lumber and manufacturing business being president of the Bell 
Manufacturing Company, with headquarters in Chattahoochee.  
 
Dr. Bell was a trustee of Palmer College in DeFuniak Springs and has always been known and 
admired as a man living a life of religion, love of humanity and charity.  
 
The deceased man is survived by his wife and four children, Mary Edna, Mabel, William and 
Lewis; a brother, J. R. Bell, of Selma, Ala., and two sisters, Mrs. Mattie Jordan and Mrs. J. S. 
Free, both of Tuscaloosa, Ala.  
 
The services Monday afternoon were conducted by the pastor of his church, Rev. D. J. 
Blackwell. Active pall bearers were Messrs. W. O. Bell and Stillman Bell, of Chattahoochee, 
James bell, J. R. Barrett and E. E. Barrett, of Munroeville, Ala., and J. V. Robertson, of 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. E. F. Quarterman, J. w. Woodward, Y. L. Watson, Fountain H. May, B. F. 
Smith, F. P. May, R. K. Shaw, R. J. Love, S. C. Crouch, J. F. Harper, F. P. May, Jr., N. H. Shaw, 
E. P. Woodward, P. H. Thomas. Dr. Bell was an officer of the church, having served for some 
time as a senior member of the executive board.  
 
[Article Courtesy of The Gadsden County Times, May 16, 1929] 
 
In Memory of Our Friend and Fellow Elder Dr. William S. Bell 
The following resolutions were passed by the session of the Presbyterian church of Quincy, Fla., at a 

meeting May 13, 1929:  
WHEREAS, our All wise Heavenly Father, on Sunday monring, May 12, 1929, in Atlanta, Ga., did 

call from earth to Heaven, our beloved brother and faithful officer, Dr. William S. Bell.  
Now, therefore, be it resolved:  

First. That though our hearts ache at this and dispensaton of God's unerring providence, we humbly 
bow to the Will of Him who is too wise to err, too good to be unkind.  

Second. That in his departure to the land of Heavenly bliss our church has lost one of its most useful 
elders, and beloved and faithful members, a man who loved the brotherhood, helped the poor and 

needy, who loved the house of God and its sacred worship, who loved God's book andmade its 



teachings his rule of life, and who was devoted to the program outlined by our Divine Lord and 
Master.  

Third. That we have lost a citizen who was always ready to support with purse and personal effort 
every cause that was for the moral uplift and social betterment of the community.  

Fourth. That during his few years stay in our community we saw in him the ideal husband and father, 
the true friend, the Christian gentleman. Truly he was one of God's real nobleman.  

Fifth. That we extend to his grief stricken family and sorrowing relatives our deepest sympathy and 
assure them of our Christian love and esteem.  

Sixth. That a copy of these resolutions be recorded in our minutes, a copy given to the Gadsden 
County Times, and a copy be given to his bereaved family.  

"We'll not forget thee, we who stay 
to work a little longer here, 

Thy name, they faith, thy love shall live 
On memory's tablet, bright and clear." 

D. J. Blackwell 
Y. L. Watson 

[Article Courtesy of The Gadsden County Times, May 16, 1929] 


